THE  THIRTEENTH  POINT
dinner. Ignace Paderewski. Someone whispered : " Do
you know, he has not touched the piano in a private house
for two years ? " The whispered answer flew from one
guest to another : " Yes, and he only consented to play to-
night because the President begged him to do so."
The silence was almost uncanny ; as though every breath
ixdght rob the listeners of some unusual gift. Paderewski
played Chopin, nothing but Chopin. Not far from the
piano sat a man with a large, pale face, a calm brow and a
heavy chin. He was leaning forward slightly, as though
trying to absorb the notes that came from the instrument.
His iind eyes behind rimless pince-nez were focused on some
pattern in the carpet, and he seemed to want to avoid the
glances of other people. This was Woodrow Wilson, the
host, and President of the United States. He was not
particularly musical, but he had the same high opinion of
musicwhich he held of anyof the nobler expressions of human
genius. He sat in silent concentration given up to Chopin's
melancholy cascades. It was not by coincidence that
Paderewski had chosen Chopin. The breach of his silence -
did not mean the continuation of his career as a pianist; the
piano was nothing more than the instrument of deliberate
patriotic service. More than any words Chopin would be
able to reveal to the President the true Polish spirit, in
its longings. The Polish character of Chopin's music was
emphasized in Paderewski's performance, but no one could
tell whether any of these national strains were touching the
President's sensibility, or perhaps opening some little door to
a deeper understanding of the Polish cause.
After Paderewski had finished playing, President Wilson
advanced towards the piano and thanked him with the
greatest cordiality. The solemnity of his smile showed that
he had not remained untouched by the music. A conver-
sation followed, during which Poland was the only subject.
Wilson's keen sense of justice and of the rights of men was
deeply shocked by the historic crime committed on the
Polish nation. It was the sort of cause that appealed to
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